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FOR IMMDIATE RELEASE

E-Mail Contact: PR@PrincessThiNgaFoundation.org

HER IMPERIAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS THI-NGA OF VIETNAM

AND

THE PRINCESS THI-NGA FOUNDATION

HOSTED
THE IMPERIAL BANQUET 

IN HONOR

OF HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI LAMA
MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2010
Miami Beach, FL – (October 2010) – On Monday, October 25, 2010, Her Imperial Highness Princess Thi-Nga of Vietnam and The Princess Thi-Nga Foundation hosted The Imperial Banquet in honor of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The Spectacular luncheon, in the most traditional Imperial customs, was held to benefit Florida International University with one hundred percent of the donations being provided to FIU Department of Religious Studies.

Upon arrival, guests were introduced to Princess Thi-Nga. During a private viewing of a portion of the Princess’ Private Jade Collection of over five hundreds sculptures held at the Club House of the prestigious Blue and Green Diamonds condominium, while surrounded by spectacular tropical floral arrangements with orchids and lotus flowers from Asia, the special guests enjoyed “Kir Imperial”, the traditional Lychee flavored cocktail, traditionally served at the Princess’ Residence.  

The Private Jade Collection of H.I.H. Princess Thi-Nga of Vietnam featuring over five hundreds rare sculptures from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century, the Golden Era of Jade production, will travel to leading palaces and museums nationally and internationally to promote the Princess Thi-Nga Foundation’s mission of fostering Peace through the cultural bridge between the Eastern and Western civilizations.
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During Imperial times, Jade or “The Stone of Heaven” was considered to be the most precious stone – far beyond Diamonds and more valuable than Gold. To Asians it embodies qualities of Nobility, Perfection, Constancy, Immortality, Purity, Integrity and Wisdom – a symbolic link between man and the Spiritual World.

Princess Thi-Nga accompanied by the Imperial guards greeted His Holiness the Dalai Lama upon his arrival with the Khata, the traditional Tibetan offering scarf, bearing auspicious symbols or mantras inscribed or woven into the fabric in shades of white or ivory and are used as a sign of recognition of one’s Love and Respect for another.

A procession led by a spectacular fifty-foot long Dragon, the Imperial symbol, escorted Princess Thi-Nga to the stage where she welcomed His Holiness the Dalai Lama, as he entered with a procession of Imperial guards, drums and Royal Dancers holding candles and sprinkling flowers.

As Princess Thi-Nga introduced His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, the Princess expressed gratitude to the Nation of the United States of America for welcoming those who live in exile and for upholding the core values of Democracy, Liberty and Human Rights. “ Peace could only be achieved if we respect our Cultural and Religious differences,” the Princess stated.

Subsequent to His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s address, among many donations being offered that day, the Jain Education and Research Foundation presented a donation of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to FIU Department of Religious Studies - An installment from a multi-million dollar Plan with Florida International University - in addition to His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s donation of one hundred thousand dollars. 

In the utmost Vietnamese Imperial Tradition, the V.I.P. guests were then escorted to the spectacular setting of an Imperial Garden installed within the Ball Room at the Green Diamond where they enjoyed an elaborate vegetarian luncheon, according to Buddhist customs, while being entertained with an Asian Cultural Program, with performances of the Dance of the Ascending Dragon from the Royal Court of Vietnam followed by the Dance of Blessings from the Royal Court of Thailand and the Dance of the Lions from the Imperial Court of China to symbolize the Unified Celebration from different Asian nations.

This event is dedicated to the memory of Princess Thi-Nga’s great-great-great grandfather, His Imperial Majesty Emperor Gia Long, Founder of Vietnam.
